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Executive Summary 
 

Purpose of the October 2012 Summit on Hunger and Food Security in Idaho. 
 

As Idaho’s fourth gathering of anti-hunger advocates, the purpose of this summit was to: 

 

1) bring together over 200 leaders from business, government, non-profit agencies, schools, faith 

communities, and Idahoans who have experienced hunger; 

2) celebrate successes from the 2010 Summit on Hunger; 

3) educate and raise awareness of hunger and food insecurity in Idaho; 

4) present best practices in anti-hunger programs and policies; 

5) learn how to make a difference in your community; and 

6) identify ‘next steps’ in program and policy solutions for Idaho. 

 

 

Background of 2012 Summit on Hunger and Food Security in Idaho 
 

 In October of 2006, the first-ever statewide Summit on Hunger and Food Insecurity was held in Boise.  

It was the first time our faith leaders, charitable emergency food providers, state and local government, 

health providers, advocacy groups, business and industry, and community members gathered together to 

learn of hunger and food insecurity issues in Idaho and to craft solutions appropriate to Idaho.  Over 260 

people from 23 Idaho counties, 37 Idaho cities, two tribes, and 6 neighboring states traveled to Boise to 

talk about hunger in Idaho and craft ‘next steps.’   

 

The 2006 Idaho Summit on Hunger and Food Security evolved into biennial conferences held in 2008, 

2010 and 2012.  The statewide Summits continue to be well-attended and to produce ‘next steps’ in 

hunger relief for Idaho.  The design of the conference is intentional with full-day workshop tracks on 

identified issues and to produce ‘next steps’ that Idaho organizations, agencies, and advocates pursue 

during the 2-year interim between summits.  Some of the concrete ‘next step’ outcomes include:  1) 

removal of the vehicle rule for food stamp eligibility; 2) strengthening Idaho’s grocery tax credit; 3) 

creation of a statewide task force on hunger relief; 4) engagement of Idahoans in passage of a strong 

Healthy and Hunger Free Kids Act; 5) updating Idaho’s tax code to allow the Senior Farmers’ Market 

Nutrition Program; 6) incorporation of the Idaho Farmers’ Market Association; 7) initiation of the Food 

Stamp Education Network. 
 

2012 Conference Theme and Keynote Speakers 

 

Ambassador Tony P. Hall was the 2012 keynote speaker.   Joel Berg, author of All You Can Eat: How 

Hungry is America? and Executive Director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger was the 

luncheon speaker.  In addition to two keynote speakers, there were five workshop tracks addressing:   

 

1) Childhood Hunger—“Childhood Hunger—a cause for public concern” (Dr. Elizabeth 

Adams, Oregon Health Sciences University) 

2) Hunger Free Communities—“Cultivate Idaho—growing strong community food systems” 
(Gem Community Pilot Panel)  

3) Idaho Food Stamps ‘Train the Trainer’ (Nancy Weed, Partners for a Hunger Free Oregon) 
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4) Local Food Systems—“Policy, Producers and Public Markets” (Kate Fitzgerald, Policy 

Consultant, Washington DC)  

5) Anti-hunger Advocacy and Public Policy—“Speaking up for Change” (Bread for the World 

staff:  Amelia Kegan, Policy Analyst; Eric Mitchell, Government Relations; Robyn Stephenson, 

Western Region Field Organizer) 

 

Conference Attendance.  The audience included 248 Idahoans from 41 Idaho cities, 26 Idaho counties, 

the Nez Perce Tribe, the Shoshone Bannock Tribe, three guest states, and represented business, 

government, non-profit agencies, schools, grocers, faith communities, advocates, emergency food 

providers, and Idahoans who have experienced hunger.  

 

The Overall Top [7] Idaho Hunger Relief Priorities: 

From the five workshop tracks, ‘next steps’ in hunger relief and food security in Idaho were identified 

and include:  

 Cultivate Idaho—hunger free community initiative 

o Five Idaho communities will complete the 10-month Cultivate Idaho process within 

two years 

 

 Advocacy and Policy 

o state: Protect the Idaho SNAP/food stamp program access from bad laws, rules, and 

regulations;  

o federal: Protect the federal hunger safety net (WIC, SNAP, EITC, TANF) 

 

 Local Idaho Food Systems 
o Increase small and mid-scale processing of fresh fruits and vegetables 

 

 Childhood Hunger and Nutrition 

o Convene a statewide childhood hunger coalition 

 

 Food Stamp 'Train the Trainer' 

o Create a coordinated statewide effort on food stamp training and outreach 

 

 Multi-cultural Food Security 

o Implement a workshop track on multi-cultural food security at the 2014 Idaho Hunger 

Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details on all recommendations for each of the workshop tracks are provided in workshop-specific 

sections that follow in this report. 
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Introduction 
As an introduction to the 2012 Summit on Hunger and Food Security in Idaho and the Final Report, an 

explanation of the definitions of hunger and food insecurity are provided as well as the information 

about the workshop structure and manner of selecting “next steps” in hunger relief for Idaho.  The US 

Department of Agriculture study, Household Food Security in the United States, 2011 (released 

September 2012), reports that nationally 14.7% were food insecure and 13.7% in Idaho.  At some point 

during 2009-2011, these households experienced difficulty providing enough food for all their members 

due to a lack of resources.    

 

What Do Hunger and Food Insecurity Mean in the United States and in Idaho? 

 

What Is Food Security? 

Food security for a household means access by all members at all times to enough food for an active, 

healthy life. Food security includes at a minimum: 

 The ready availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods. 

 Assured ability to acquire acceptable foods in socially acceptable ways (that is, without resorting 

to emergency food supplies and pantries, scavenging, stealing, or other coping strategies).  

 

What is Food Insecurity? 

Food insecurity is limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe foods or limited or 

uncertain ability to acquire acceptable foods in socially acceptable ways.   

USDA's labels describe ranges of food security 

 

    General categories 

 
Label 

Description of conditions in the 

household 

Food security 

High food 

security 

No reported indications of food-access 

problems or limitations 

Marginal food 

security 

One or two reported indications—typically 

of anxiety over food sufficiency or 

shortage of food in the house. Little or no 

indication of changes in diets or food 

intake 

Food insecurity 

Low food 

security 

Reports of reduced quality, variety, or 

desirability of diet. Little or no indication 

of reduced food intake 

Very low food 

security 

Reports of multiple indications of 

disrupted eating patterns and reduced food 

intake 
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How Many Households Are Interviewed in the National Food Security Surveys?  USDA’s food 

security statistics are based on a national food security survey conducted as an annual supplement to the 

monthly Current Population Survey (CPS). The CPS is a nationally representative survey conducted by 

the Census Bureau for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The CPS provides data for the Nation's monthly 

unemployment statistics and annual income and poverty statistics.  

In December of each year, after completing the labor force interview, about 50,000 households respond 

to the food security questions and to questions about food spending and about the use of Federal and 

community food assistance programs. The households interviewed in the CPS are selected to be 

representative of all civilian households at state and national levels.  

 

Format of the 2012 Summit on Hunger and Food Security in Idaho. 

The Summit was organized into five workshop tracks addressing Childhood Hunger and Nutrition, 

Hunger Free Communities, Local Food Systems, Anti-Hunger Policy and Advocacy, and Idaho Food 

Stamp Program.   

 

Each workshop was structured into four 1-hour sections during the day:  1) the hunger issue overview; 

2) issue solutions; 3) best practices and model solutions; and 4) identification of “next steps” for Idaho.  

Each workshop track discussed the current status of hunger or food insecurity in Idaho and included 

widely recognized experts in their field to present some of the unique challenges in each focus area.  For 

the Hunger Free Community workshop, the pilot community of Emmett, Idaho participated in a panel 

presentation on the process and outcomes in Idaho.  Presentations challenged workshop participants to 

understand what it means to be hungry in Idaho, identify who is hungry in Idaho and some of the causes 

of hunger in Idaho. Presenters also provided information and examples of how these same issues have 

been addressed in other areas of the nation. 

 

Participants in the fourth and final sections broke into smaller roundtable groups to discuss the day’s 

information and to begin to identify “next steps.” Each group then identified the top three solutions from 

their brainstorming and presented those to the larger group when the track participants came back 

together. The participants of each workshop track were then asked to select their top three priority 

choices. 

 

Each workshop track brought their prioritized top three choices back to the Summit Closing Presentation 

and after a brief presentation of the individual track choices, the top six “next steps” were identified.  In 

addition, it was announced that there will be a workshop track on ‘Multi-Cultural Food Security’ at the 

2014 Idaho Hunger Summit.  On the successive pages, you will find more information on each 

workshop track, the issues and action steps identified by each workshop subgroup and the priorities 

identified by each track.  
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What are the “Next Steps” in Hunger Relief for Idaho? 
 

The attendees of the 2012 Idaho Summit on Hunger and Food Security wrapped up the day by 

reconvening as a single, united group and discussed the next steps. The votes from each of the individual 

workgroups were tallied and the top 7 priorities for attendees were: 

 

 Cultivate Idaho—hunger free community initiative 

o Five Idaho communities will complete the 10-month Cultivate Idaho process within 

two years 

 

 Advocacy and Policy 

o state: Protect the Idaho SNAP/food stamp program access from bad laws, rules, and 

regulations;  

o federal: Protect the federal hunger safety net (WIC, SNAP, EITC, TANF) 

 

 Local Idaho Food Systems 
o Increase small and mid-scale processing of fresh fruits and vegetables 

 

 Childhood Hunger and Nutrition 

o Convene a statewide childhood hunger coalition 

 

 Food Stamp 'Train the Trainer' 

o Create a coordinated statewide effort on food stamp training and outreach 

 

 Multi-cultural Food Security 

o Implement a workshop track on multi-cultural food security at the 2014 Idaho Hunger 

Summit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional information, 2012 Summit presentation downloads and other Summit documents can be 

found at www.idahohungersummit.org. 

 

 

 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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Childhood Hunger —A Cause for Public Concern 
 

Each year, more than one million children in the United States go to bed hungry on a regular basis 

(Household Security in the U. S. in 2010, USDA, ERS, Sept. 2011).  Many more children live in food 

insecure households that do not have consistent access to enough food to support active, healthy living.  In 

2010, 17.2 million U.S. households, including 43 percent of those below the poverty line, were food 

insecure.   

 

Hungry children are at risk for a number of developmental, cognitive and even behavioral problems.  They 

get headaches, stomachaches and colds far more frequently than children who eat regularly.  They are more 

likely to be hospitalized, have iron deficiency anemia and suffer from depressive illness and suicidal 

symptoms.  Inadequate food intake also has been linked to lower gains in academic achievement.  In 

addition to the toll on individuals’ health and well-being, hunger and food insecurity result in considerable 

economic costs.  A 2007 estimate placed the annual cost burden of hunger in the United States at a 

minimum of $90 billion—including expenses of operating food banks, shelters and soup kitchens, treating 

illnesses, as well as costs related to diminished academic achievement for students and lower productivity 

for working adults (Making the Connection, Leadership for Healthy Communities, R. W. Johnson 

Foundation, February 2012). 

 

According to the 2010 U. S. Census, Idaho’s child poverty rate rose to an overall 19.8% with some Idaho 

counties having child poverty rates of over 32% (NW Indicators, US Census, November 2011). 

 

      Presenter 

      Elizabeth Adams, PhD, RD is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Health and Preventive  

      Medicine at Oregon Health & Science University.  She received her PhD in Nutrition from Cornell 

      University in 1996 and work with the Center for Disease Control from 1996-2000.  Her research interests  

      focus on nutrition and health outcomes of children with special health care needs.  She is principal 

      investigator for the OSHU site of Western Maternal and Child Health Nutrition Partners and is the nutrition  

      training coordinator for the OHSU Leadership Education in Neurodevelopment (LEND) Program.  A  

      special area of focus is the relationship between food insecurity and health.  Dr. Adams is also a founding 

      member of the Childhood Hunger Coalition and a member of the Oregon Hunger Task Force.  

 

Presentation documents from this track can be found at www.idahohungersummit.org 

 

      Top 3 Priorities Selected by the Childhood Hunger Workgroup 
      1.   Develop a statewide Childhood Hunger Coalition 

      2.   Explore options that will increase participation in the School Breakfast program 

      3.   Increase the number of afterschool programs offering ‘at risk’ meal programs 

 

      Sub-group priorities 
1. Implement a medical childhood food security screening tool  

2. Develop a two-prong education focus:  1) policy makers; and 2) general public 

3. Tie the minimum wage to consumer price index 

4. Increase access to SNAP by providing application points at various agencies and community facilities 

5. Identify a broad range of stakeholders for a Childhood Hunger Coalition 

 

 

 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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6. Implement breakfast in the classroom for Provision 2 schools 

7. Increase afterschool programs 

  

 

      Facilitator:  Gayle Woods, Community Member 
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SNAP (Food Stamp) ‘Train the Trainer’ 

 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) – formerly known as food stamps – acts as the 

nation’s frontline safety net against hunger.  Its goal is to alleviate hunger and malnutrition by permitting 

low-income households to obtain a more nutritious diet. SNAP provides a monthly benefit amount to 

eligible low-income families that can be used to purchase food. Eligibility for SNAP is based on household 

income and assets, and because this is a federal entitlement program, all those who qualify for benefits 

should receive them. Overall, SNAP is an impactful and effective program; in 2010 alone, it succeeded in 

lifting 3.9 million above the poverty line, many of whom are children, above the poverty line. 

 

During October 2012, 14.4% or 227,728 Idahoans participated in this program as it responded to the 

economic downturn in Idaho and across our nation.  However, there are still many who are eligible but do 

not participate.  Seniors and Hispanic persons are examples of groups that do not always participate in 

SNAP although they are eligible. Barriers include unawareness of eligibility, confusion about program rules 

and requirements, fear of a complex application process, and a lack of transportation and pride. Participation 

barriers can be unique to different populations. According to FNS’s Office of Research and Analysis, 

seniors may not participate in the SNAP because of the perceived low monthly benefit or because of fears of 

giving personal information to people they do not know. Hispanic persons may not participate because of 

language barriers, concerns about their immigration status, or their work schedule. 

 

Presenter 

       Nancy Weed, SNAP Outreach Coordinator, Partners for a Hunger Free Oregon (PHFO) 

       Nancy has coordinated the successful PHFO SNAP outreach project since 2000.  With a masters degree in  

       social work and a strong background in community organizing, Nancy considers her former client perspec- 

       tives as a powerful additional asset for her ongoing client advocacy work.  Her outreach work for PHFO 

       includes identification of barriers to participation through focus groups with low-income persons and 

       service providers, participation in regular collaborative meetings with state and local agencies,  

       facilitation of outreach steering community network meetings, development of outreach materials,  

       community presentations and training, and one-to-one client advocacy.   

 

       This workshop included best practices from Oregon and the PHFO SNAP outreach case study, 

        and presentation of the Idaho Food Stamp ‘Train the Trainer’ online interactive curriculum. 

 

Presentation documents from this track can be found at www.idahohungersummit.org 

 

      Top 3 Priorities Selected by the Food Stamp ‘Train the Trainer’ Workgroup 

1. Create a coordinated effort on SNAP/Food Stamp training and outreach activities in Idaho 

2. Identify target regions and find food stamp program trainers in those regions in the next two years 

3. Identify community members who have contact with vulnerable populations and can assist in 

    distributing accurate information on the Idaho Food Stamp Program  

 

       Sub-group priorities 
1. Tap into various medical providers and educate them on the Food Stamp Program so they can refer 

potentially eligible Idahoans to the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (i.e., home health nurses, 

discharge planners) 

2. Get the word out about the ‘Train the Trainer’ curriculum, modules and process and how to become a 

trainer 

3. Learn more about what the myths and barriers to participation are 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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4. Identify more potential trainers across Idaho 

5. Identify opportunities to tack on Food Stamp Program information (e.g., tax preparation sites; Medicaid 

and Medicare enrollment sites) 

6. Need to have a trainer in each region/county within one year (i.e., Latinos, seniors) 

7. Need to establish a directory of trainers and share with all partners (i.e., post on website) 

8. Identify the places and sectors of most need (seniors, Latinos, etc.) 

9. Education and messaging about economic stimulus of federal Food Stamp dollars in Idaho 

10. Train legislators—provide stories 

11. Evaluate training and outreach efforts:  track trainings; #s trained and served; create way to debrief 

and share best practices; share legislative contact information; evaluate efforts 

12. Make training available online with chat option 

13. Educate general public against myths of Food Stamp Program 

14. Make training a part of Parent-Teacher Organizations in schools and track/measure trainings 

15. More visible education and program exposure (farmers’ markets, health fairs, employment fairs) within 

the next two years 

16. More education about what happens after a person is on Food Stamps 

 

 

      Facilitator:  Barb Abo, University of Idaho, Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
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Local Food Systems — 
Policy, Producers and Public Markets  

 
In communities across the nation, advocates and organizations are working hard to develop solutions to 

local food system problems and create innovative models that meet community needs.  They are providing 

nutritious food to the hungry, creating community-based food business, organizing food policy councils, 

developing community gardens in cities, and linking consumers with local farmers through farmers’ 

markets, along with many other initiatives.  These efforts are necessarily diverse; they represent local 

solutions to larger problems.  They often share common goals, such as making nutritious food more 

accessible, revitalizing and empowering communities, and supporting local and sustainable food production 

and distribution. 

 

Presenter 

      Kate Fitzgerald, Independent Policy Consultant, Washington DC 

      Kate Fitzgerald’s work focuses on policy connecting public health, sustainable agriculture and  

      economic development.   Her work began after the farm crisis of 1980, helping farmers establish 

      farmers’ markets to earn more by selling directly to consumers.  The markets were then certified to 

      accept food stamps and WIC coupons—providing affordable healthy food in underserved neighborhoods. 

      Since then, she has developed food policy at the local, state and national level that improves consumer 

      access to healthy food and creates sustainable new retail and wholesale markets for farmers.  
 

This workshop included three session topics focusing upon: 1) the upcoming federal Farm Bill—its history, 

importance, and relationship to Idaho food systems; 2) a panel presentation entitled ‘Neighbor to Neighbor: 

how Idaho communities are growing solutions to hunger; and 3) introduction of the newly formed Idaho 

Farmers’ Market Association.  The fourth hour was the facilitated identification of ‘next steps’ for Idaho.   

 

Presentation documents from this track can be found at www.idahohungersummit.org 

 

Top 3 “next steps” for Local Food Systems Market Workshop 

1. Increase small and mid-scale processing of fresh fruits and vegetables (freezing/canning) 

2. Create more food hubs to bring farmers and distributors together 

3. Increase the number of Idaho farmers’ markets that accept EBT 

 

      Sub-group priorities 

1. Increase USDA and state inspected meat and dairy processing to address food deserts within Idaho 

2. Research advocacy approach to get WIC and Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program into Idaho 

farmers’ markets 

3. Create partnerships between people with land (seniors) and people who want gardens; provide water 

scholarships through cities; and buy into insurance with farmers’ markets to cover liability 

4. Readjust SNAP guidelines to include seniors who don’t pass the income or asset test who have 

significant health costs 

5. Develop a network to connect growers and gleaners and distribution organizations 

6. Create an option to offer discount produce (i.e., end of market or secondary market) 

7. Eliminate the asset test for the SNAP program 

8. Increase the utilization and participation in farmers’ markets that currently have EBT 

9. Take food to the people through mobile markets—trucks going into communities with EBT 

10. Establish statewide hunger relief and food security listserv to increase communication and cooperation 

 

 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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11. Encourage networking among faith-based organizations, civic organizations, government entities, 

insurance companies and food banks 

12. Develop a method to track nutrient guidelines of child nutrition programs for local partnerships 

 

 

       Facilitator:  Heather Luff,  AmeriCorps VISTA 
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Hunger Free Communities Track—Growing Food Secure Idaho Communities 
“Cultivate Idaho” 

 
Despite the success of the nation’s nutrition assistance programs and the hard work of state and local 

governments and countless organizations dedicated to eliminating hunger in their communities, hunger and 

food insecurity persist.  The US Department of Agriculture study, Household Food Security in the United 

States, 2011 (released September 2012), reports that nationally 14.7% were food insecure and 13.7% in 

Idaho.  At some point during 2009-2011, these households experienced difficulty providing enough food for 

all their members due to a lack of resources.  Although Idahoans are a generous people and despite our 

abundant and charitable spirit, too many in our state are not adequately nourished.  Instead, some children 

rely on a free school lunch as their only meal of the day.  Many older people eat too little to maintain their 

health and many working parents skip meals so that their children can eat.  Hungry families can be found in 

every county in Idaho, and the ill effects of hunger touch everyone in some way. 

 

The Hunger Free Communities Initiative or “Cultivate Idaho” believes that the answer to food security and 

hunger relief lies within the communities themselves.  The purpose of the initiative is to provide resourceful and 

experienced assistance for communities.  In order for a project to be successful, it must be community-based and 

supported by individuals who have a great stake in the continuing improvement of their community. 

 

     The Cultivate Idaho Initiative seeks to identify new strategies to create prosperity and food security where 

     community members live, work, learn, play, and grow older. Private and public efforts must collaborate to  

     assess community strengths and challenges, and engage community members to plan and implement local  

     solutions. Critical indicators include: local food systems; transportation and mobility; health and human  

     services; emergency support; housing; financial responsibility; workforce and employment; civic 

     engagement and volunteer opportunities; and lifelong learning for all community members.  

  

Presenter: 

      The 2012 workshop track on the Hunger Free Community Initiative or “Cultivate Idaho” involved Idaho   

      leaders involved in the 2011 pilot community process.  Breland Draper opened the workshop with a 

      presentation on ‘moving from hunger relief to food security’ and introduced the Hunger Free Community 

      Initiative as piloted in Emmett, Idaho.  Sue Beitia gave an overview of the Emmett pilot and facilitated 

      the Emmett panel that included Gem County Commissioner Lan Smith, Janet Monti from Emmett Valley 

      Friendship Coalition, Rikki Ruiz from the University of Idaho Extension Education, and Gem County   

      Chamber of Commerce President Dian Streeby.  Finally, Marie-Therese Senecal, Emerson National 

      Hunger Fellow, presented the online, interactive “Cultivate Idaho” replication toolkit.  The fourth hour 

      was dedicated to identifying ‘next steps’ for community food security in Idaho. 

 

Presentation documents from this track can be found at www.idahohungersummit.org 

 

     Top 3 Priorities Selected by the Hunger Free Communities “Cultivate Idaho” Workgroup 

          1. Five Idaho communities will complete the 10-month ‘Cultivate Idaho’ process within two years  

              working with local community sectors 

          2.  Change the ‘right to work’ law  

          3.  Appoint liaison from community organizations to collaborate with ‘Cultivate Idaho’  

 

    Sub-group priorities  

1. Website with list of support people with dashboard of measurable achievement, statistics, facts and 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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stories 

2.  Break ground on the Emmett regional food hub 

3. Establish apprenticeship(s) for each project to assist and learn the process to carry on the next 

community (retired senior, AmeriCorps VISTA, student intern) 

4. Change food stamp laws around right to work  

5. Develop separate programs for people on fixed incomes such as seniors 

6. Participate and market ‘train the trainer’ programs 

7. Connect with CHANGE teams in seven Idaho communities via local public health districts 

8. Strengthen the connection between health care providers and community food systems; make 

connections between local health care providers and food providers; appoint a liaison from task force 

 

      Facilitator:  Joey Peutz, University of Idaho Extension Nutrition Program  
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Anti-Hunger Policy and Advocacy—Speaking up for Change 

 
Anti-hunger advocacy can include activities on many levels that draw attention to the issue of hunger and 

unite us in our efforts to fight hunger. Advocacy activities can include taking action to influence public 

policy, coordinating efforts in local communities, and educating government officials, the public, and the 

media on hunger in America.  Policy and Advocacy are critical to long term food security solutions. 

 

Presenters 

      Amelia Kegan, Senior Policy Analyst, Bread for the World. She focuses on domestic poverty,  

      economics, tax, and other issues affecting poor and hungry people in the U.S. by analyzing legislation,  

      advocating on Capitol Hill, and developing legislative strategy.  Prior to coming to Bread, Amelia worked at  

      a variety of other national non-profits in D.C. and Chicago, focusing on federal budget, tax, and low-income  

      policy. Amelia received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Government from Smith College and a Juris Doctorate  

      from the University of Washington School of Law. She is a member of the Illinois bar and serves on the  

      board of the Washington Council of Lawyers. 

 

       Eric P. Mitchell is Director of Government Relations at Bread for the World. Prior to coming to Bread,  

       Eric work at the consulting firm of Russ Reid where we was a Vice-President serving non-profit clients.  

       Before Russ Reid, Eric spent time on Capitol Hill working for Representatives John Lewis and Sanford 

       Bishop where he earned his reputation for being a strategic, thorough, and effective advocate. A native of  

       Florida, Eric is a Howard University alumnus. 

   

      Robin Stephenson has worked over five years for Bread for the World as both a regional organizer in six  

      western states and as the online organizer, co-managing Bread’s social media platforms.  Robin came to 

      Bread after a career as an archeologist and so instead of digging through dirt for artifacts, she now excavates  

      faith communities for social justice. She has a BA in Anthropology from the University of California in  

      Berkeley.  Over the past several years she has worked on using social media as an organizing tool,  

      specifically as a platform to begin changing public dialogue around hunger and poverty to influence  

      decision makers.   

 

The Advocacy Workshop was led by three leaders from Bread for the World.  A presentation on the federal 

Farm Bill discussions and why churches and private charities cannot end hunger alone was followed by 

small group discussion on Idaho-specific issues.  The third session focused on identifying ‘next steps’ in 

policy advocacy for Idaho at the ‘state’ and ‘federal’ levels.  The fourth session focused upon a power 

mapping process corresponding to the state and federal issues. 

 

Presentation documents from this track can be found at www.idahohungersummit.org 

 

      Top 3 Priorities Selected by the Anti-Hunger Policy and Advocacy Workgroup: 

1. State Level:  Protect the Idaho Food Stamp Program accessibility from bad laws, rules, regulations 

2. State Level:   Implement multi-day issuance of Food Stamp benefits in Idaho 

      3.   Federal Level:  Protect the federal hunger safety net  (SNAP, WIC, TANF, EITC) 

       

        

 

 

 

 

http://www.idahohungersummit.org/
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       Sub-group priorities—state level 

1. SNAP State Outreach Plan—legislative  

2. SNAP Local Outreach 

3. Education and raising awareness of problems/issues 

4. Education on nutrition (cooking, local farms) 

5. Education on stigma of getting help 

 

       Sub-group priorities—federal level 

       1.  Participate and support the ‘Circle of Protection’ 

       2.  Access to health care (eligibility for elderly) 

 

       Parking Lot 

1. Living Wage in Idaho 

2. Grocery Tax 

 

 

       Facilitator:  Teri Ottens, Association Management Services 
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OVERVIEW OF WORKGROUP RESULTS 
 

  

Child 

Hunger 

Food Stam p 

‘Train the 

Trainer’ 

LOCAL Food 

system s 

Hunger 

free 

com m unity  

 

 

advocacy 

Education & Awareness      

Develop a 2-prong childhood education focus: 

1) policy makers; 2) general public 
X   

  

Tap into medical providers and educate them 

on SNAP so they can refer to IDHW 
 X  

  

Get the word out about SNAP ‘train the trainer’ 

curriculum and how to become trainer 
 X  

  

Identify SNAP trainer in each region of Idaho  X    

Education and messaging about economic 

stimulus of federal SNAP dollars in Idaho 
 X  

  

Train and educate legislators—stories  X    

Educate on stigma of getting assistance     X 

Educate and raise awareness about hunger 

problems/issues 
   

 X 

Educate general public about SNAP myths  X    

SNAP training as a part of school PTO  X    

Increase SNAP education exposure (farmers’ 

markets, health and employment fairs) 
 X  

  

Education about process after a person is on 

SNAP 
 X  

  

Education on nutrition – cooking; local farms     X 

Establish statewide hunger relief and food 

security listserv to increase communication 

and cooperation 

  X 

  

Access/Barriers to Services      

Increase access to SNAP by providing 

application points at various agencies and 

community facilities 

X   

  

Create a coordinated effort on SNAP training 

and outreach activities  
 X  

  

SNAP Idaho state outreach plan-legislative     X 

Identify target regions and find SNAP trainers 

in those regions 
 X  

  

Learn more about myths and barriers to 

participation in Idaho SNAP 
 X  
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Child 

Hunger 

Food stam p 

‘Train the 

Trainer’ 

Local Food 

System s 

Hunger 

free 

com m unity 

 

 

Advocacy 

Identify opportunities to tack on SNAP 

information (e.g. tax sites; Medicaid and 

Medicare enrollment sites) 

 X  

  

SNAP local Idaho outreach     X 

Target places and sectors most in need of 

SNAP 
 X  

  

Increase the # of Idaho farmers’ markets that 

accept EBT 
  X 

  

Increase USDA and state inspected meat & 

dairy processing 
  X 

  

Access to health care (senior eligibility)     X 

Increase utilization of EBT at farmers’ markets 

that currently accept EBT 
  X 

  

Take food to people through mobile markets 

with EBT 
  X 

  

Partnerships & Collaboration      

Develop a statewide childhood hunger 

coalition 
X   

  

Identify broad range of stakeholders for a 

childhood hunger coalition 
X   

  

Create a coordinated effort on SNAP training 

and outreach activities 
 X  

  

Identify community members who have 

contact with vulnerable populations to assist 

in distributing accurate SNAP information 

 X  

  

Identify potential SNAP trainers across Idaho  X    

Create partnerships between people with land 

(seniors) and people who want gardens; water 

scholarships from cities; insurance with 

farmers’ markets 

  X 

  

Develop a network to connect growers, 

gleaners and distribution organizations 
  X 

  

Encourage networking between faith-based 

organizations, civic organizations, government 

entities, insurance companies, and food 

banks 

  X 

  

Develop method to track nutrient guidelines of 

child nutrition programs for local partnerships 
  X 

  

5 Idaho communities will complete 10-month 

Cultivate Idaho process 
   

X  
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Child 

Hunger 

Food 

stam p 

‘train the 

trainer’ 

Local 

Food 

system s 

Hunger 

free 

com m unity 

 

 

Advocacy 

Appoint liaison from community organizations 

to collaborate with ‘Cultivate Idaho’ project 
   

X  

Connect ‘Cultivate Idaho’ with CHANGE teams 

in 7 local public health districts 
   

X  

Strengthen connection between health care 

providers and community food systems; make 

connections between local health providers 

and food providers 

   

X  

Policy/Rule Changes      

Tie the minimum wage to consumer price 

index 
X    

  

Readjust SNAP guidelines to include seniors 

who not passing income or asset test but with 

significant health costs 

  X 

  

Eliminate SNAP asset test   X   

Change Idaho’s right to work law    X  

Protect Idaho SNAP accessibility from bad 

laws, rules, regulations 
   

 X 

Stagger issuance of SNAP benefits in Idaho     X 

Protect federal hunger safety net (WIC, SNAP, 

EITC, TANF) 
   

 X 

Resources & Incentives      

Implement a medical childhood food security 

screening tool 
X   

  

Establish a directory of SNAP trainers and 

share with partners 
 X  

  

Website with support people and dashboard 

of measurable achievements for ‘Cultivate 

Idaho’ process 

    

X  

Program Development      

Increase participation in school breakfast 

program 
X   

  

Increase # of afterschool programs offering ‘at 

risk’ meal programs 
X   

  

Implement breakfast in the classroom for 

Provision 2 schools 
X   

  

Develop separate programs for people on 

fixed incomes such as seniors 
   

X  
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Child 

Hunger 

Food 

stam p 

‘train the 

trainer’ 

Local 

Food 

system s 

Hunger 

free 

com m unity 

 

 

Advocacy 

Evaluate SNAP training and outreach efforts—

track trainings, #s trained; share best 

practices 

 X  

  

SNAP training curriculum available online with 

chat option 
 X   

  

Increase small and mid-scale processing of 

fresh fruits and vegetables (freezing/canning) 
  X 

  

Research advocacy approach to secure WIC 

and Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program 

into Idaho farmers’ markets 

  X 

  

Create more food hubs to bring farmers and 

distributors together 
  X 

  

Create an option to offer discount produce at 

end of market or secondary market 
  X 

  

Break ground on the Emmett food hub    X  

Leadership      

Establish apprenticeships for ‘Cultivate Idaho’ 

project to assist and learn process to carry on 

future communities 

   

X  

Participate and market ‘train the trainer’ 

programs  
 X  

X  

Participate and support the ‘Circle of 

Protection’ for front line hunger programs 
   

 X 

Universal Poverty Issues      

Grocery Tax in Idaho     X 

Living Wage in Idaho     X 

Tie the minimum wage to consumer price 

index 
X   

  

Access to health care      X 
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Opening Keynote  
 

TONY P. HALL 

Ambassador and Former Member of 

Congress (ret.) 
 

Three times nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, Ambassador 

Tony P. Hall is a leading advocate for hunger relief programs 

and improving human rights conditions in the world.  In 

February 2002, President George W. Bush asked him to serve 

as the United States Ambassador to the United Nations 

Agencies for Food and Agriculture.  He was confirmed in 

September 2002 and retired in 2005 and is currently serving as 

the director of the Alliance to End Hunger which engages 

diverse institutions in building the public and private will to 

end hunger at home and abroad.  The Alliance has more than 75 members—corporations, non-profit 

groups, universities, individuals, and Christian, Jewish and Muslim religious bodies.  

 

Prior to his diplomatic service, Ambassador Hall represented the Third District of Ohio in the U.S. 

Congress for almost 24 years.  He was chairman of the House Select Committee on Hunger and the 

Democratic Caucus Task Force on Hunger.  He founded the Congressional Friends of Human Rights 

Monitors and also founded and chaired the Congressional Hunger Center, a non-governmental 

organization committed to ending hunger through training and educational programs for emerging leaders. 

 

In his efforts to witness the plight of the poor and hungry first-hand, he has visited poverty-stricken and 

war-torn regions in more than 100 countries.  He was the first Member of Congress to visit Ethiopia during 

the great famine of 1984-5, has visited North Korea seven times since 1995, and was one of the first 

Western officials to see the famine outside of the capital Pyongyang.  In 2000, he became the first Member 

of Congress to visit Iraq to investigate the humanitarian situation. 

 

Ambassador Hall was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for 1998, 1999, and 2001 for his humanitarian 

and hunger-related work.  For his hunger legislation and for his proposal for a Humanitarian Summit in the 

Horn of Africa, Mr. Hall and the Hunger Committee received the 1992 Silver World Food Day Medal 

from the UN Food and Agriculture Organization.  Mr. Hall is the recipient of the U. S. Committee for 

UNICEF 1995 Children’s Legislative Advocate Award, U.S. AID, Presidential End Hunger Award, 1992 

Oxfam America Partners Award, Bread for the World Distinguished Service against Hunger Award, and 

NCAA Silver Anniversary Award.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

26 

Luncheon Keynote  
 

JOEL BERG  

Author and Executive Director of New York City 

Coalition Against Hunger 
 

Joel Berg is a nationally recognized leader and media spokesman in the 

fields of domestic hunger, food security, obesity, poverty, food-related 

economic development, national service, and volunteerism.  He is 

Executive Director of the New York City Coalition Against Hunger and a 

Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress. He is also author of 

All You Can Eat: How Hungry Is America? , the definitive and most 

well-reviewed book on American hunger of the last decade. 

Former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman said about the book: 

“Hunger is a national disgrace in America, and Joel Berg has, in a 

straightforward and provocative way, given all of us a framework to deal with it.” City Limits magazine 

wrote: “Berg’s trademark good-natured snarkiness makes this an eminently readable book that lays out the 

dimensions of the growing hunger epidemic, and what can be done about it.”   The Philadelphia City 

Paper wrote: “Berg is adept at balancing facts with reflection, and humor with seriousness.”  And Krys 

Boyd, a public radio host from Dallas, opined: “In all honesty, I could not put this book down after I 

started it … It really was a fascinating read.” 

 

Berg is a dynamic and much-requested keynote speaker. He has delivered 

hundreds of speeches in more than 20 states, from Maine to Alaska.  One 

audience member wrote, “Seeing Joel Berg speak in person is like 

watching the History Channel, C-Span, and Comedy Central all at once.”  

The Philadelphia Inquirer called him “the darling of hunger fighters 

everywhere.” 

Berg has also appeared on-camera in three documentary films. The first 

film, The Apple Pushers, was directed by award-winning filmmaker 

Mary Mazzio and narrated by the actor Edward Norton. The second, A 

Place at the Table, produced by Participant Films and directed by Lori 

Silverbush and Kristi Jacobson, premiered at the Sundance Film Festival 

in late January 2012 and in coming to theatres soon.  The third film, Hunger Hits Home, produced by the 

Food Network, was broadcast nationwide beginning April 14, 2012. 

 
 

 

http://www.nyccah.org/
http://www.americanprogress.org/experts/BergJoel.html
http://www.amazon.com/All-You-Can-Eat-America/dp/1583228543
http://www.applepushers.com/
http://www.nyccah.org/hungerhitshome
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Master of Ceremonies  
 

 

Dr. Jim Weatherby is a Boise State University emeritus professor.  In 2007, Boise State established an 

endowed scholarship in his name for his many contributions to the field of public policy and 

administration.  Weatherby is a political analyst for KTVB (“Idaho’s News Channel 7”) and Idaho Public 

Television. He is a former executive director of the Association of Idaho Cities and served on the faculty 

at the University of Idaho and Northwest Nazarene University.  He is co-author of The Urban West: 

Managing Growth and Decline and Governing Idaho: Politics, People, and Power.  Dr. Weatherby serves 

on the board of directors of the City Club of Boise and the Idaho Tax Foundation.  His wife, Dana, is the 

former Director of Legal Education for the Idaho State Bar and Associate Director of the Idaho Law 

Foundation, Inc.  They enjoy their daughter, son, and daughter-in-law who live in Boise. 

We cannot thank Dr. Weatherby enough for his instrumental role in the success of the 2012 Summit on 

Hunger and Food Security in Idaho. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.idahocities.org/
http://www.uidaho.edu/
http://www.nnu.edu/

